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• Starting in 2000….established in 2013

Rural/urban 
communities

Scientific Inst,  
Universities, 
NGOs 

• Seed conservation, sustainable utilization & Innovation
• Living farmer seed & food systems research and advocacy

• Community based  biodiversity & NBS for climate 
resilience and adaptation

Platform, facilitation, linkage, Network, 

Farmer Seed Network, 
who we are？

Sowing Diversity
Harvesting Security



What we are doing in Communities?-1 

Seeds Regist rat ion PVS & PPB Community  Seed 
Banks

NR evaluation @& Mapping，
Waking up farmersʼ self 
recognition and confidence, for 
community based self governing, 
management & adaptation

Participatory `seed selection & 
breeding (PVS/PPB)
Linking farmersʼ and scientists for 
local adaptative climate resilience 
crops and seeds selection

-Local seed security, common space 
for farmer exchange and interaction 
and management
-linking and exchange with scientific 
gene banks



What we are doing in Communities？-2

Seed Exchange Farmer  f ie ld  
school

Indigenous
Culture/TK Doc 

定期组织种⼦交流会，展⽰传
家宝品种，同时分享彼此的育
种智慧。

提供外出学习参访的机会，并
针对需求，不定期举办培训、
夜校等。



• Mountain Eco-systems: 
• Dryland Ecosystems
• Coastal  Ecosystems

Different Eco-systems
Diversified  Seeds sysytems

-Community Seed Bank & Farmers seeds System works in China
-Linking CSB with gene banks, Farmer Seed Systems to Formal 
Systems!



油米Youmi
Village

石头城
Stone Villag

Mountain Eco-systems-
Story 1
upstream of Yangzi River in the 3 
Parallel Rivers of Yunnan

1. Biocultural Landscapes 
2. Resilient seed and Food 

Systems for adaptation
拉伯Labo

Village

吾木Wumu
Village

4 villages alliance 



-Heritage irrigation system (over 1000 Years)

-Water Management with Custom Laws and traditional values & principles

Climate change Impact: continue Sprine Draought for the last 8 years
…..water, agribiodoversity,  land, forest
…. Indigionous People and communities



From PPB, to Community Seed Banks….. 

for Farmer Seed system enhancement!

With seeds in Hands, security in Lives! 



http://www.unepiemp.org/index.php?menu=25&id=20
2

• 14villages with their own seeds from community seed banks managing to showing in 2020…

• UNEP-IEMP, collated stories from 14 farming communities in China to show how working with nature 
can help people cope better with and recover better from crisis like COVID-19 and climate change.

• The COVID-19 crisis has shown that the health and the future of people and nature are intertwined. 
Key Words: CEL Flagship Programme, Women
Empowerment, Ecosystem-based Adaptation, Biodiversity
Conservation

Gallery: Glimpses into the farmers’ life during COVID-
19 lock-down in China. Photos are from farming
communities in China (Please refer to the map
above).  

In Ao Han village in Inner Mongolia Province, farmers
continue traditional minimum tillage technique to prepare
land and sow diversity of seeds bred locally. (Copyright:
Guoxing Lu) 

system. Trees are planted and forests are protected on
the surrounding slopes to prevent landslides and improve
water quality. (Copyright: Yanyan Zhang)

In Kun Shan Jiang Su province, on an organic farm,
farmers started sowing more than 30 rice varieties after
rapeseeds were harvested. (copy right:  Yaozhong Tang) 

In You Mi village in Yunnan province, farmers have been

Story 2: Living Farmers seeds System: Adapting to all changes and crisis, it 
works!

http://www.unep-iemp.org/index.php?menu=25&id=202
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/mCvTPiv30tJ1O803ZfRAnA
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Linking Farmers and Scientists working together with Nature! 
Policy change and support are crutial!

2  pre-cop 15 Policy Furums  by UNEP-IEMP with joint  events  in Beijing  Dec-2020 
and in Yunnan Apri, 2021 

• bring farmers and women farmers to policy makers 
and other stakholders to Beijing

• Bring scientts together and to the communities in 
Yunnan!

• Awareness building and  mutual understanding

• Starting colaboration and collective action! 

Our Conclusion and Suggestion：
Community based actions are effective, Joint efforts 
and recognition and support are urgently needed!!!



Remark by Dr. Elizabeth Mrema, CBD Executive Secretory in Oct 12, 2021, “…community based conservation 
and utilization, based on their working with nature’s wisdom, values and TK, is essential for protection, 
adaptation to climate changes and crisis …and community’s co-management and collective actions  are  
key in the process…  ” 200 participants, over 50% are IP & farmers, dialogue with policy 
makers,Scientists and NGO in cop 15 side event in Kunming …



Thanks! Questions? 
谢谢聆听 J
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